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§ Above: Robert Pilkington, principal at Beacon Charter School in
Woonsocket, right, joins students and facuity members al the official open

- ing of the school's new library. At left: Joyce Taylor, 16, speaks about her C
Scout Gold Award project, in which she organized and built a school librar
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M Girl Scout
helps build

Beacon Charter

School library.

By JOSEPH FITZGERALD
Staff Writer

WOONSOCKET — When
you're a privately funded
limited resources, buying
books to firnish a school
library can be expensive.

The Beacon Charter
School, which first opened in
the fall of 2003, has never
had a proper library so Girl
Scout Joyce Taylor, & 16-year-
old junior at Lincoln High
School, decided to do some-
thing about it.

As part of her Girl Scout
Gold Award project, Taylor, a
member of Troop 564 in

skills, career explorations,
selfimprovement and serv-
ice. Taylor has been involved
with the Girl Scouts since she
was 5,

To earn the coveted Gold
Award, a Girl Scout must
complete 40  leadership
hours, 30 career hours and
three interest  projects,

Taylor came up with the
idea for the library from her
mother, Carolyn, who is a
special education teacher at
Beacon Charter School, But
you can't have a library with-
out books — and that's when
Taylor came up with the idea
of holding a contest to see
which of the school’s teach-

books over a period of two
months from November
through December.

“Each teacher was asked
to bring in books and the per-
son who brought in the most

would win a pizza party
Taylor said.

When it was all done an
over, two teachers tied for th
prize and a whopping 80
books were collected.

“We got a ton of Boc
books,” Taylor said.

The next step was desig
ing and constructing i
bookcases to hold the book
& project that took most |
April to complete. She co
vinced two teachers at
school to construct the cas
and she spent 15 hours sar
ing and staining the cases.

The entire library proje
took a total of 65 hours.

Taylor has big goals |
the future, including colle
and a possible career in ar

This year she was the fi
place winner in US. S
Jack Reed's art conte
There were more than
entrees from throughout |
state.



